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For Our Patients, For Our Community: Dr. Andrew Jones, Confluence Health CEO, Presented with
AHA Grassroots Champion Award for Healthcare Advocacy

Wenatchee, WA: At the recent annual membership meeting for the Washington State Hospital Association (WSHA),
Confluence Health Chief Executive Officer Dr. Andrew Jones was presented with the 2025 Grassroots Champion Award

for healthcare advocacy. This prestigious award honors hospital leaders who demonstrate exceptional commitment to
advocacy on behalf of hospitals, patients, and the community.

The Grassroots Champion Award, presented by the American Hospital Association (AHA) to one person in each state
selected by that state’s hospital association, is awarded to hospital leaders who work to educate elected officials
on a hospital’s role in the community and efforts to broaden the base of support for healthcare organizations in order to

advocate for patients and their care. Dr. Jones was selected for his tireless efforts to ensure that the voices of hospitals
and patients in North Central Washington are heard and well represented to policymakers.

“I' am honored by this recognition for the work we have been doing in advocacy. It was wonderful to see this work and
its importance to our patients recognized, and | was personally humbled and grateful for the show of support,” said Dr.
Jones. “Advocacy is not just about policy; it's about people. Every conversation | have with legislators is rooted in the
stories of our patients and staff. This award is an incredible honor, and it reflects the importance of making sure those
stories guide decisions that impact care.”

The award comes after a busy year in advocacy for Confluence Health. Dr. Jones has been a visible and influential
advocate, meeting with key political leaders to address critical healthcare issues and ensuring the healthcare needs of
North Central Washington are represented in the decisions under consideration in both Olympia and Washington, D.C.
In April 2025, he participated in a roundtable discussion with U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell and Representative Kim
Schrier alongside other local healthcare leaders to highlight the impact of proposed changes to Medicaid, Medicare, and
reimbursement rates on rural communities. More recently in August, Dr. Jones met with Representative Dan Newhouse

in Brewster to discuss federal healthcare legislation and its implications for rural hospitals. He also engaged directly that
same month with national decision-makers, including a meeting with Stephanie Carlton, deputy administrator and chief
of staff for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, to provide input on rural transformation programs and
advocate for policies that protect access to care. In addition to meetings and efforts to directly engage with lawmakers,
Dr. Jones has also regularly joined letters and other statements advocating for programs and policies that will protect
access and healthcare for the residents of North Central Washington. The Grassroots Champion Award was presented in
recognition of these consistent and wide-ranging efforts at all levels of government and policymaking.

“These conversations matter because they shape the future of healthcare for our region,” Dr. Jones added. “Our mission
at Confluence Health is local care by and for our community. | am proud to represent our patients and our dedicated
teams in these discussions as we advocate for policies that ensure access to high-quality care for everyone.”

About Confluence Health

Confluence Health serves the largest geographic region of any healthcare system in Washington State, covering over
12,000 square miles of Okanogan, Grant, Douglas, and Chelan counties. Confluence Health is one of only two locally-lead
healthcare systems in the state with the purpose of maintaining availability and access to high-quality, cost-effective


https://www.wsha.org/
https://www.aha.org/
https://www.wenatcheeworld.com/empirepress/cantwell-schrier-hear-ncw-concerns-about-potential-medicaid-cuts/article_867af5e7-b8a7-4841-ba38-d951d71e1368.html
https://www.wenatcheeworld.com/empirepress/cantwell-schrier-hear-ncw-concerns-about-potential-medicaid-cuts/article_867af5e7-b8a7-4841-ba38-d951d71e1368.html

healthcare services for North Central Washington. The Confluence Health Board of Directors provides governance for
Confluence Health and includes nine community board members and six physician board members.
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